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Most crimes are committed by youths between the ages of fourteen and eighteen. According to Italian law, children under feurteen years of age cannot be committed to prison. But the Abyssinian Code made even children of seven responsible for their misdeeds. The greatest difficulty confronting Italian judges is that of reconciling justice with old-established customs.
Everyday minor offences and infringements of the law, for example, a case of assault in which the victim does not suffer bodily injury, may be dealt with by the native tribunal. Italian judges and magistrates frequently attend these courts in order to learn more about native customs and theories of justice. The President of the Italian Court of Justice in Addis Abeba told me that Abyssinians, though most of them are illiterate, nevertheless think logically and judge fairly.
How close legal connections between Rome and Abyssinia have become is shown by the fact that in February 1938 a Roman barrister flew to Addis Abeba to appear in a complicated and important criminal case before the Central Court. In less than two weeks after his departure, this banister was able to resume his practice at home, having in the meanwhile successfully pleaded for his clients in a case which occupied four days.
Before the Italian occupation the keeping of criminal records was considered superfluous, for the simple reason that previous offenders were adequately stamped by the thrashings which they had received. These floggings left marks which remained for life, but the previously convicted simply disowned their names and changed them for various others, or moved into a district where no one knew them. Even to-day these circumstances make it very difficult for the Italian authorities to compile criminal records (of those guilty of serious crimes) and are an obstacle in the path of the whole of civil progress ; but despite that, everywhere three sets of records are kept, in which Italians, non-Italians, and natives are separately entered.
I have already mentioned that the Viceroy and the five